
 

Not your typical park run! 
Announcing a 24-hour community group run in a Sheffield park 
News release. 15 April 2017. No embargo 
 
Sheffield Palestine Solidarity Campaign, along with local community group Heeley Development 
Trust, is organising a 24-hour run and community event in Meersbrook Park. 

Its main aim is to raise funds in support of two Palestinian charities (1) that facilitate Palestinian children’s play and 
education and women’s university education. It also aims to draw attention to the fact Palestinians do not enjoy the 
same rights to free movement as us (2) and to celebrate our own hard fought right to roam freely. 

Co-organiser Caroline Poland said:  

“The densely populated Palestinian refugee camp Tulkarm is the same size as Meersbrook park but is home to 
an eye-watering 21,000 people! By running continuous, monotonous laps of the park - including a very steep 
hill - we want to draw attention to the difficulties and daily grind of life that Palestinians experience.”  

The run will be held June 10 and 11, noon to noon, and is open to all. Entrants will run, jog or walk circuits of the park 
picking shifts between 30 minutes and 24hrs - with at least two runners on the course at all times over the 24hrs.  

Aftwerwards  there will be a free Fun Run of one lap of the park. This will take place at the same time as a parallel fun 
run in Palestine 12.15 pm – funds permitting, we will have a live video link up between the two communities. 

Entry is already open (3). There is big local interest and support. Louise Haigh MP and Lord Mayor Anne Murphy are 
signed up. Local running group Steel City Striders is putting up a team to run the whole 24 hours. Local shops have 
donated produce and goodies for the runners’ bags.  

Additionally, Diyar(4) – a Palestinian Women’s football team will open the run. Further events will be held including: 
refreshments and a photographic exhibition in Meersbrook Park Walled Garden,  live music and poetry, a film about 
the Palestinian Marathon, a penalty shoot-out with Diyar, street tennis and a lantern craft workshop. 

Notes to editors 

1. The two charities are the Gazan Children’s Projects and the Sheffield Palestine Women’s Scholarship Fund: 
http://spbr.sheffieldpsc.org.uk/index.php/raising-money-from-your-run/  

2. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palestinian_freedom_of_movement  
3. Entry is via this Eventbrite portal: https://s-p-b-r.eventbrite.co.uk 
4. Diyar women’s soccer Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/diyarwomenssoccer/  

Media Contacts: Jawad Qasrawi 0794 666 5755 * Jonny Feldman 07904 656 077 

Further information website http://spbr.sheffieldpsc.org.uk/ Sign up https://s-p-b-r.eventbrite.co.uk  
Press Pack http://spbr.sheffieldpsc.org.uk/index.php/press/  
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